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The aim of this booklet is to guide your through your coursework. Anything you are not sure about – please ask your teacher for help!

Introduction to the coursework

This coursework investigation is worth 25% of your final GCSE grade!

The key question you are going to investigate is:

How far do people travel from to get to National Park Honey Pots and 
why are people attracted to these areas?

You will complete this investigation in a series of sections or chapters. These chapters are: 

	· Chapter 1 – Introduction

	· Chapter 2 – Methods

	· Chapter 3 – Data Presentation 

	· Chapter 4 – Data Interpretation 

	· Chapter 5 – Conclusions 

	· Chapter 6 – Evaluation


This booklet contains a guide for each chapter of the investigation. These guides will tell you what to do for each chapter. They will also give you top tips on how to do well in this investigation.  At the end of each guide there is a self-assessment sheet. When you have completed each Chapter – check your work against the self-assessment sheet to make sure you have completed everything. 

Finally, it is essential that:

· You meet all the deadlines set

· You ask your teacher for help if you need it 

· The work is your own (not copied) 
· Your work is presented neatly and accurately (preferably using a PC – at least 2 pieces of your work must be completed using a PC. It is preferred if all your work is produced using a PC)
Good luck and do your best! 

Guide to Chapter 1 – Introduction
The first thing you need to do is develop a hypothesis to investigate. A hypothesis is a statement that you will prove to be true or false. It needs to be based on the key question. For example:

Most people visit Castleton from over 400kms away, be 
mainly from Southern Europe and are attracted by the coral reef*

*this is an example and should not be used

Think of a hypothesis and write it below then show it to your teacher:

Hypothesis: 

Your introduction should be a piece of writing describing what you are studying and giving the background to the project. It should consist of six parts:

1. The geographical theme and background 

2. The specific hypothesis you are going to test 

3. Give a reason(s) why you have chosen this topic and hypothesis 

4. Identify the main key words that you will be using throughout the investigation

5. Describe in detail the geographical location where you will carry out the investigation (include information on its site and situation). You should also give reasons for choosing this location. Use a map(s) to show the area 

6. A brief description of the data you will collect and how you will test and present

All six parts need to be completed and a series of free hand maps need to be included to accurately show the location of the study area. The key is to explain and justify the title, methods and techniques that you will use.

1. Geographical Background
This refers to the Geographical theories, models or ideas. In this section you need to discuss National Parks, their location in relation to urban areas, accessibility, honey pots, human/natural attractions of honey pots in National Parks. 

2. Hypothesis
Give the hypothesis that you intend to study. Describe what you expect to find and explain your reasons for this.  Refer back to the text books for “theory” that will back up your reasons e.g. Waugh in the Wider World suggests “the growth of the motorway network means…..”

3. Reason for hypothesis
Give a reason for selecting this topic and hypothesis.

4. Key Words
List 3 or 4 key geographical terms that you will use throughout the investigation and write a definition for each. When you use these through the investigation make sure they are highlighted.

5. Location 

Description: 

Describe in detail the geographical location where you will carry out the investigation (include information on its site and situation – see page 166/167 Collins Revision Guide or p124/5 Understanding GCSE Geography). Also, the best geographical enquiries state why the area you are studying is good for your particular project.

Maps:
· Don’t just photocopy/print a map and stick it in – it must include annotations

· Use maps of different scale

· Use grid references

· Use distance/direction

· Include a sketch map

· Include features such as titles/north point/scale/key etc. 

(PLEASE NOTE: IT IS STRONGLY SUGGESTED THAT YOU COMPLETE CHAPTER 2 BEFORE YOU ATTEMPT THIS SECTION – YOU CAN HAND YOUR ROUGH DRAFT OF THIS CHAPTER TO YOUR TEACHER WITHOUT SECTION 6 BEING COMLPETED)

6. Data 

Having covered the other 5 sections you should state briefly what data you will collect, how you will present it and how you will analyse it. You need to include clear points describing:

· What type of data you need to examine your hypothesis

· From which sources you intend to collect your data – state which primary sources (fieldwork methods you will carry out) and which secondary sources (printed matter – see the Fieldwork Support Booklet) you will use. 

· What type of sampling method you will use:
random 
systematic 
stratified 
transect 
biased e.g. only ask adults
and the reasons why????

· What methods of fieldwork will you use to collect each set of data, and why will you use them

Submit this to your teacher by _________________________________



Chapter 1 – Writing Frame 

Task 1

Copy and complete the paragraphs below to complete Chapter 1 of your coursework project:
The theme of this investigation is Honey pots in National Parks. National Parks are ………………..

Honey pots are………………………………….

The aim of this investigation is to test my hypothesis that……………………… 

I expect to find ………………………………..

The reasons for this are because…………………..

The reason why I am studying this hypothesis is because……………………………..

The key words that will appear in my investigation are:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Castleton is located …………………………….
Task 2
Produce a series of maps to locate The Peak District and Castleton.  

· Don’t just photocopy/print a map and stick it in – it must include annotations

· Use maps of different scale

· Use grid references

· Use distance/direction

· Include a sketch map 

· Include features such as titles/north point/scale/key etc.
Guide to Chapter 2 – Methods

Part 1 – Planning for the field trip 

In order to complete this investigation you need to know:

· The reasons people visit Castleton 

· Where people travel from to visit Castleton 

Task 1

You need to use as many different techniques as possible to get information, e.g. interviews, observations, surveys, questionnaires etc. Complete the project-planning sheet on the next page. Select any of the six primary fieldwork techniques below that you are going to use to collect data to complete your investigation. You must use at least 4 techniques.

· Tax disc count – record the origin of 50 cars in car parks located in and around Castleton by looking at their tax disc. 

· Questionnaire – ask people questions.

· Pedestrian Count – count the number of people at several locations. 

· Bi Polar analysis – Rate attractiveness of a range of locations on a 0-10 scale

· Attractiveness Survey – Complete survey examining the attractiveness of a range of areas within Castleton and its surrounding area

· Photographs – identify human and natural attractions/detractions within the area

Also, look at the coursework support booklet for any relevant data you will use in your investigation. This is secondary data. 

Task 2

Design a questionnaire that you can ask people when you visit Castleton. You should make sure that the results of each question could be used to help prove/disprove your hypothesis.

Submit both of these to your teacher by ___________________

	Project Planning Sheet
	Teacher
	Statistical techniques

(percentages, means, Spearman’s rank etc)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Presenting data

(Graphic and cartographic (maps) techniques (e.g. bar charts, pie charts, flow charts etc)
	
	
	
	

	
	Name
	Secondary Data
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Primary Data

(What will you collect/use?)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Hypothesis (idea to test)
	
	


Part 2 – Writing your method

When you write your method it needs to be in a way that a student from a different school would be able to follow. You need to go into lots of detail giving reasons for the methods you have chosen. Use your planning sheet to help you.

In this section you should:

· Draw and complete a table to illustrate the methods you have used e.g.

	Method
	Sample Size
	Sampling Technique
	Day
	Date
	Time
	Weather Conditions

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


· Describe how you will gather each piece of information and give reasons for your choice of method

· Explain how the information you collect will help you answer the question

Make sure this is done for any secondary data that you are going to use

MAKE SURE YOU IDENTIFY THE DATA COLLECTION METHODS YOU WILL DO AND THOSE YOU WILL DO IN A GROUP

Submit this to your teacher by _________________________

Chapter 2 – Writing Frame

Task 1

Copy and complete the paragraphs below to complete Chapter 2 of your coursework project:

In order to investigate this project I have produced a summary of my methods in the table below:

	Method
	Sample Size
	Sampling Technique
	Day
	Date
	Time
	Weather Conditions

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


When I go on the field trip I am going to………………………………

When I do this I will………………………………..

The reason I am going to do it this way is because………………..

I will present this data……………….

This is because……………….

The results will help me investigate my hypothesis because…………………….

Repeat this for everything you are going to do on the filed trip

Task 2

You need to talk about the secondary data in the green booklet that you are going to use in investigation.  

The secondary data I am going to use includes…………

I will present this data……………….

This is because……………….

The results will help me investigate my hypothesis because…………………….

Guide to Chapter 3 – Data Presentation

Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 are best combined. This is because it is best if under each map/graph/diagram you describe the results (patterns, terms and or association) and then try to explain them (using material that you covered in the introduction concerning the theme of the project (see an example of integrating your work on the next page of this booklet). 

Present your information using maps, graphs, tables or diagrams. Make sure they are all clearly labelled with a key or a title where necessary.

Techniques for presenting data:

· Maps: location maps, flow-line maps, isoline maps, dot map etc. 

· Graphs/charts: line graphs and scatter graphs for visual correlations; bar charts and histograms to show frequency of data distribution; orientation graphs to show direction and frequency; pie chart/percentage bar graphs

· Tables; data set out in tabular form 

· Photos, diagrams and field sketches should be used throughout the study to illustrate and explain each stage. Annotate them and use them to describe or explain geographical ideas

· Descriptive statistics: methods of describing the central tendency of data, e.g. mode, median and mean. Other methods such as percentages and ratios should be used

Examples of data sheets, questionnaires, etc. that you have used should be included.  

Web link: http://www.kesgrave.suffolk.sch.uk/Curric/geog/esshow4.html
(Top tips on how to present data using a range of techniques)

Submit this to your teacher by _________________________________

Integrating techniques 
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Source: GeoActive 222 

      Garrett Nagle. Completing a Personal Investigative Enquiry 

Guide to Chapter 4 – Data Interpretation

After each graph/map/diagram etc. you should:

· Describe or put into words what the results show 

· Try to explain and give reasons for the patterns shown in the results

· Identify any links between the data collected e.g. is there a link between the results of the tax disc survey and the location of the people interviewed in the questionnaire?

· How do the results fit in with the theory you wrote about in Chapter 1? 

Top tips:

· Write your interpretations below or next to the graph/map you are describing. 

· Make sure you have made references to numerical data e.g. the bar graph shows 4 people travelled from Manchester

Submit this to your teacher by _________________________________

Guide to Chapter 5 – Conclusion
In this section you should:

· Summarise you results and reach a decision that relates to the hypothesis

· Give reasons for accepting or rejecting the hypothesis

Submit this to your teacher by _________________________________

Chapter 4 – Data Interpretation

Task 1 

Your task is to describe and explain the data you are using in your investigation. Copy and complete the paragraph below to do this.

From the _________ showing ___________ I can see……(describe what the map/graph/table etc. shows – include figures in your description – go into as much detail as you can).

One explanation for these results is…………

Another reason for…………………. is …………………………..

This data suggest the hypothesis is (true/false). This is because……….

My findings (do/do not) fit in with the theory. This is because…… 

Repeat this for all the data you have presented in your  investigation

Chapter 5 – Conclusion

Task 1 

Write a summary of your key findings in this investigation. You can write these in bullet points. 

Task 2 

Read your conclusions – then read your hypothesis. Do you accept or reject the hypothesis? Give reasons for your decision. 

Guide to Chapter 6 – Evaluation
In this section you need to describe how the enquiry process can be improved by questioning how the reliability of the methods used to collect the data have affected the accuracy of the results and validity of the conclusion.

Answer the following questions:

· Have you collected enough data?

· Have you had any problems collecting this data?

· Describe the disadvantages of the techniques used

· Would your results have been improved if you had collected more data, different data, data at a different time or data with a different method?

· How might you improve your methods if you repeated the study?

· Do you think your results are accurate?

· If your results are accurate/inaccurate are these the result of the methods used?

· Identify which results support your hypothesis and give reasons

· Identify which results reject your hypothesis and give reasons 

· Explain why your conclusions might not be applied to other similar examples

· Explain why your conclusions might be invalid or wrong

· What needs to be done to:

1. Increase the accuracy of results

2. Increase the reliability of methods

3. Increase the validity of the conclusions

Submit this to your teacher by _________________________________
Submitting your investigation

When you have completed your investigation make sure you have included: 

· a title page

· a contents page and bibliography(list any books or articles or other sources of information that you have used in your project. You should also detail any computer programmes you have used)

· chapter headings

numbered pages

· GCSE Coursework Marking Record Sheet

	Criteria
	Evidence
	Level
	Marks

	Applied Understanding

Concepts/Ideas/Processes
	Description/Terms (limited)
	Explanation/
Terms (Applied)
	Thorough Und/Terms (wider)
	1
	1-2

	
	
	
	
	2
	3-4

	
	
	
	
	3
	5-6

	
	Location (basic)
	Location (clear)
	Location (detailed)
	
	

	Methodology 
	Purpose of study
	1
	1-2

	
	List of methods (Limited range /Primary Data
	
	

	
	Describes methods (Wider range/appropriate)
	H
O
W
	2
	3-4

	
	Sequence of Investigation
	
	
	

	
	Organised and Planned
	
	
	

	
	Development of Tasks
	
	
	

	
	Originality
	W
H
Y
	3
	5-6

	
	Initiative
	
	
	

	
	Locations/Times
	
	
	

	Presentation
	Basic/Limited Range
	Wider Range
	Complex
	1
	1-2

	IT 1

IT2
	
	
	
	2
	3-4

	QWC
	Some Acc
	Consid Acc
	Precise Acc
	3
	5-6

	Interpretation
	Brief description and/or
	1
	1-2

	
	Basic reason
	
	

	
	Valid statements
	2
	3-4

	
	Attempts to analyse
	
	

	
	Conclusions to original hypothesis
	
	

	
	Valid conclusions
	3
	5-6

	
	Detailed analysis
	
	

	
	Links
	
	

	Evaluation
	
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions
	1
	1-2

	
	Describes improvement
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Questions reliability
	
	
	
	2
	3-4

	
	Questions accuracy
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Questions Validity
	
	
	
	3
	5-6

	
	Links components
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Final Score = 





2








4

















11








16











