
	What is Geography?
	Geography

Year 7 – Unit 1

	About this unit 
The main purpose of this unit is to further develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of places. Pupils investigate some of the features and characteristics of the area around their new school while also developing a range of geographical skills.

This unit aims to help transfer between key stage 2 and 3 by building on locality studies pupils are likely to have carried out and encouraging them to talk about the work they have already done. Teachers will be able to use this unit to make a diagnostic assessment of what pupils know, understand and are able to do.

Some of the freestanding activities in unit 24 ‘Passport to the world’ may be used to supplement those suggested here or may be used as homework exercises.

This unit is expected to take 8–11 hours.

	Places

· School locality 

· Wider context 

· Physical and human features 

· Links with other places 
	Geographical Enquiry & Skills

· Observe and question, collect and record evidence 
· Analyse and communicate, using geographical vocabulary 

· Undertake fieldwork, make maps and plans 

· Use secondary sources, use ICT  
	Themes

· Study at a range of scales 

· Study of different parts of the world including the local area 

· Carry out field work investigations outside of the classroom 
	Patterns and Processes 

Pupils will:

•
locate places and environments

•
describe scale contexts

•
describe and explain physical and human features

•
explore interdependence and global citizenship

	Environmental Change and sustainable development

· Examine changes that have occurred in the local environment 
	Future Learning 

	Vocabulary

Through the activities in this unit pupils will be able to understand, use and spell correctly words relating to:

•
scale, eg catchment area, local, regional, national, international

•
geographical analysis, eg link, survey, perception, stereotype

It is recommended that each pupil develops their own glossary.

Speaking and listening – through the activities pupils could:

•
ask questions to gain clarification and further information, eg why, how, what then

•
answer questions using relevant evidence or reasons

Writing – through the activities pupils could:

•
develop ideas and lines of thinking into continuous writing 
(250 words minimum)
	Resources 

Resources include:

•
local, regional, national and world base maps

•
photographs of a range of human and physical features 

•
OS maps of the local area

•
atlases

•
photographs of the main features of the local area

•
slides/photographs of localities, at different scales

•
camera, digital camera, video recorder



	Prior Learning
It is helpful if pupils have:

•
studied their primary school locality, and other localities in the UK and overseas

•
used a range of enquiry skills and geographical techniques to research and record information

•
used Ordnance Survey (OS) maps 1:50,000 scale

Teachers need to consider and plan for the range of pupils’ experiences; prior contact with key stage 2 teachers would be helpful.


	Links

The activities in this unit link with:

•
other geography units – unit 3 ‘People everywhere’, unit 24 ‘Passport to the world’

•
 mathematics – handling data, drawing conclusions 

•
ICT – using mapping, database and desktop-publishing packages, using digital cameras, using internet search engines

•
key skills – improving own learning and performance

•
thinking skills – processing information

•
citizenship – looking at the diversity of the UK population


	Expectations – At the end of this unit: 

	Level – 4/5 Most pupils will: identify characteristic features of their ‘new’ school’s locality, which help to make the area distinctive; describe and begin to explain the similarities and differences between their ‘new’ and ‘old’ school localities and other areas studied; identify appropriate features to persuade a selected person to come to live near their ‘new’ school; explain how their ‘new’ school area may be connected with other places and begin to identify patterns in those links; offer explanations as to why individuals may view places differently; suggest suitable geographical questions and use a range of geographical skills to help them investigate making connections; use primary and secondary sources of evidence and communicate their findings using appropriate vocabulary

	Level – 3 Some pupils will not have made so much progress and will: identify some characteristic features of their ‘new’ school’s locality; describe and compare physical and human features of their ‘new’ school locality with the ‘old’ and offer explanations for some of the similar and different characteristics observed between them and other places studied; identify some appropriate features to persuade a selected person to come to live near their ‘new’ school; offer reasons for some of their observations on how their ‘new’ school area may be linked with other places and be aware that individuals view places differently; use skills and sources of evidence to respond to a range of geographical questions about making connections between places, and begin to use appropriate vocabulary to communicate their findings

	Level 5/6 - Some pupils will have progressed further and will: identify characteristic features of their ‘new’ school’s locality and offer explanations as to how these help to make the area distinctive; describe and explain the similarities and differences between their ‘new’ and ‘old’ school localities and other places studied; identify appropriate features and write effectively to persuade a selected person to come to live near their ‘new’ school; explain how and why their ‘new’ school area may be connected with other places, and begin to offer some explanations for the patterns they identify in those links; offer reasons for why they personally and other individuals may view places differently; begin to suggest relevant geographical questions; select and use appropriate skills and ways of presenting information to help them make connections; select information and sources of evidence for their investigations, suggest plausible conclusions and present their findings both graphically and in writing

	Literacy opportunities 
	Numeracy opportunities 
	ICT Opportunities 
	Teaching Activities – Abbreviations:

	· Produce a glossary of key terms 
· Write letters in a an assumed role 

· Produce their own booklet, pamphlet, brochure or advertisement
· What? When? Where? Why? Who? How? Of Geography at the beginning of the unit  

· Produce a range of non-fiction written pieces
	· Collect data
· Survey/questionnaire data

· Sorting Data 
· Record data

· Present data 

· Interpret data
· Direction 
· Distance 
	· Take and annotate photographs of the local area, deciding how to present it for a specific purpose, e.g. they use a digital camera from which to create images to manipulate for communication 
· When undertaking a survey on a connections and links, collate and record their data before presentation analysis, e.g. they use a database to process the information 
	· ITT – Individual thinking time – students allowed 30 seconds to consider a question or issue 

· A/B – A/B Paired Work 

· PW – Paired Work  

· Envoying – Students move around the classroom working with different students e.g. students in pairs  (A + B) 
· Snoblng – Snowballing pairs then fours then fours double up to share ideas with another group 
· T. show – thought shower – quick collection of ideas from whole group
· Jig – Jigsawing Home groups – each child has diff question – go off into expert groups – feed back to home groups 
· Rainbow – Rainbow Groups discuss a topic. Then re-group by number so new groups are made up of people from each group 
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	National Curriculum 2000 Objectives 
	Extension Opportunities/G&T 

	1a, 1c, 1f, 
2b, 2c, 2d, 2e, 
3a, 3b, 3c, 3e, 
4a, 4b, 
6f, 6g, 
7c 7a(i), 7a (v), 7b (i), 7b (ii), 7b (iv)

	Increasing the level of challenge: 

· Use high order questions to extend students further e.g. how? Why? What if? 

· Push students to justify answers

Activities

Activity 1: Thinkers Keys: What is Geography? This is a table containing a range of extension activities for students to complete. The activities involve a range of thinking skills and follow Bloom’s Levels of Thinking. More able students should be encouraged to complete the activities towards the bottom of the table.  Please note: These activities are not a substitute for well planned tasks, matched to the pupils’ next steps in learning, or appropriately planned enrichment and extension activities. The idea is to fill tiny moments with small enjoyable gems of learning. They should occupy no more than 10 minutes during a lesson
Activity 2: Place Detective  This is an enquiry based on investigating a local settlement. This can be set as extension work or as an individual project for more able students

	Timing (suggested)
	

	Key Question 1 – 1 lesson
Key Question 2 – 1 lesson 
Key Question 3 – 2 lessons 
Key Question 4 –  1 lesson 
Key Question 5 –  1 lesson
Key Question 6 – 1 lesson 
Key Question 7 – 1 lesson 
Key Question 8 – 1 lesson 
Key Question 9 – 2 lessons 
Key Question 10 – Homework 
	


	Key Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Teaching Activities
 
	Resources 
	Assessment Opportunities
	Learning Outcomes
	Homework 

	1. What is Geography? 

 
	To have an understanding of what geography is

To be able to work co-operatively with other students
	· ITT – Geography 

· PW – Geography 

· ITT – What is Geography? When have I used geographical knowledge and skills? Where are the places I have studied in Geography? Why is Geography important? Who is Geography important to? How can I use geography in the future? 

· PW – What? When? Where? Why? Who? How? – Geography
· IWT - What? When? Where? Why? Who? How? – Geography

· 
	White boards and markers
PowerPoint (PP1) – What is Geography?

	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal 
	The students will have an understanding of the importance of the study of Geography and be able to identify human and physical features 
	Geography Passport
Collect a range of photographs showing human and physical features to be used in a whole class collage 




	Key Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Teaching Activities
	Resources 
	Assessment Opportunities
	Learning Outcomes
	Homework 

	2. How do we find places?
	To be able to use an Atlas to locate places 


	· How do we find places? – Using an Atlas

· Using an Atlas work sheet 

· Atlas challenge 


	Powerpoint (PP2) – How do we use an Atlas? 

Using an Atlas – Work sheet 
	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal
	The pupils will be able to: 

Locate places in an atlas
	

	3. Where is my place?
	To be able to describe the location  of a place in a regional and national context 


	· ITT – What information should we include when describing the location of a city?

· PW – What information should we include when describing the location of a city?

· PW – Using shared ideas – Describe the location of Hull 
· Feedback from students  
· Discuss site and situation then provide students with an example of how to write a detailed description of location - students to work in pairs to refine their own
	Powerpoint (PP3) – Description of the location of  city 



ICT Opportunity – www.learn.co.uk/default.asp?WCI=SubUnit&WCU=17924 – section on site and situation – nice interactive activities that can be done as a whole class activity or by the students individually  


	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal
	The pupils will be able to: 

 describe the site and situation of Hull 
	Select a town or city of their choice and describe the site and situation of the settlement. 

	
	To be able to use four and six figure grid references
To be able to identify OS map symbols  
To be able to describe a place in a local context


	· Discuss OS maps – main features and differences between OS map and maps in an Atlas.

· Activities using OS map – range of map skills  (grid refs//symbols/scale)

· Describe the location of local features on an OS map – use of 4 figure grid references & scale activities) – use of 6 figure grid refs (teacher led) 
· Extension: 
Are there any ways which the physical geography affects the human geography of your local area?
Pick a grid square on the OS map of your local area. Write down some questions you might want to ask about living in the area. Choose one of your own questions. What information do you think you would need to find out the answer?
	PowerPoint (PP4) – What are OS maps?



Lesson_4_OS_maps_and_grid_refs - Worksheet
ICT Opportunity - http://www.mapzone.co.uk/pagesHomeworkHelp/mapability/ - Mapability – Ordnance Survey Map Skills Web Site 
	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal
	The pupils will be able to use four figure grid references. Some students will have progressed further and be able to use six figure grid references
	


	Key Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Teaching Activities
	Resources
	Assessment Opportunities
	Learning Outcomes
	Homework

	4. How can I describe a place?
	To be able to describe the main human and physical features of a place 

To be able to produce an annotated sketch 
	· ITT – What is human and physical geography? 

· Create definition 

· ITT – Examples of human and physical aspects of geography 

· PW – Share examples of human and physical geography

· Envoying – Examples of human and physical geography 

· Feedback onto the board
· Paired Sorting activity – Human and Physical Images
· Students to either produce annotated sketches of different landuse areas in our local area or take digital photographs then annotate the main human and physical features using Microsoft Publisher

	Lesson Starter

Images of human and physical geography (card sort) 

PowerPoint 5 - (PP5) – How do we annotate a field sketch? 

Digital Camera 

	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal
	The students will be able to describe the main human and physical features of their local area. They will also be able to produce annotated field sketches
	Students to produce an annotated sketch of the local environment. 


	Key Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Teaching Activities
	Resources
	Assessment Opportunities
	Learning Outcomes
	Homework

	5. What’s at my place?

Is it good to live here? 
	To be able to identify landuse on a map
To be able to produce annotated sketches/photographs 
To be able to write in a persuasive way  
	· ITT – what are the different ways land can be used?

· PW

· Envoying 
· Examine the ways landuse in Hull has changed – use a range of maps to show this
· PW – Identify the different ways land is used in our local area using aerial photographs and OS maps 
· Students describe changes that have occurred 

· Students produce a piece of persuasive writing to encourage people to live in the local area 
	Lesson Starter: OS maps symbols General Features – pp 

OS maps and Aerial photographs 
PowerPoint - (PP6) Persuasive Writing 

Persuasive writing frame 
	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal
	The students will know a range of different ways land can be used and identify these landuses on an OS map. They will also be able to describe changes in a place over time and be able to write in a persuasive way. 
	

	6. How can I find other places?
	To be able to use longitude and latitude to locate places 
	· Demonstrate use of longitude and latitude 

· Students complete quiz on longitude and latitude 
	Atlas 

PowerPoint – (PP7) Longitude and Latitude
Worksheet 
	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal 
	The students will be able to use longitude and latitude to locate places 
	Students to find the origins of 5 items in their home e.g. food and electrical items 


	Key Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Teaching Activities
	Resources
	Assessment Opportunities
	Learning Outcomes
	Homework

	7. Where am I linked to?
	To know how our locality is linked to other places
To be able to use an atlas
To be able to describe patterns on a map 

	· Students share the origins of items in house in pairs 

· Students get into groups and snowball their results 

· Students have a list of between 20 and 30 items and the origins of places 

· Brainstorm techniques to present this information 

· Students present information in an appropriate way (proportional flow line map – on an outline map of the world) 

· Discuss geographical patterns and methods of describing them 

· Students describe the pattern shown on the map 

· Students attempt to explain the patterns shown on the map 
	Powerpoint (PP8) – How are we linked to other places?
	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal 
	The students will have an understanding of interdependence and will know how they are linked to locations in other parts of the world  
	

	8. What questions can I ask?
	To be able to ask geographical questions 

To be able to explain how to complete a geographical enquiry.  
	· ITT – Brainstorm things that can be compared between places

· A/B pairs – Brainstorm things that can be compared between places

· GW – Share your ideas in a group
· Comparing photographs activities 

· Brainstorm questions to ask about a photograph

· Students select one question and explain how they would go about investigating it
	PowerPoint Presentation (pp9) – What questions can I ask?
	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal 
	The students will be  able to ask geographical questions about a place and explain how they would undertake a geographical enquiry 
	


	Key Question(s)
	Learning Objectives
	Teaching Activities
	Resources
	Assessment Opportunities
	Learning Outcomes
	Homework

	9. Assessment 

Image Makers Activity? (Investigating Geography – A) 
	
	· ITT – What is the leisure industry?

· PW – What is the leisure industry?

· GW – identify the range of different leisure and tourism activities in the local area (pass the buck exercise – in groups send around sheets of paper each group has 1 min to brainstorm different examples of leisure and tourism facilities in the local area e.g.  sporting, arts, etc.) 

· Enquiry into leisure facilities in the local area. Students are to produce a geographer’s guide to the location of leisure in Hull. They should use a range of maps, photographs, text to illustrate the main types, location etc of leisure in Hull 
	Our local Area – Enquiry 
	Assess completed enquiry according to the N/C level. 
	The students will know a range of leisure facilities that exist within our local area. They will be able to present information in an appropriate way employing a range of geographical skills. 
	

	10. Review  
	
	Activities that consolidate learning 
	Review Activity Sheet 
	Formative assessment – feedback – marking and verbal
	
	Set as a homework activity 


