Individual Projects 

Place Detective 
Having studied this unit you are now ready to be a place detective. You task is to investigate a place that you know well – your local town or city. Use the key geographical questions to organise your research. 
‘Our Local Area’
1. What is it? 

· A village, a town, a suburb, an industrial town, a market town, a port, a holiday area? 

2. Where is it? 

· Describe its location (latitude and longitude) using an atlas.

· If possible, use four-figure grid reference, 

· Is it north, south, east or west of other places?

· Is it on a hill, by the coast or on a river?

· Draw a labelled sketch map to show the location of the place you have chosen.

3. What is it like?

· Describe the landscape – physical and human features.

· What is the character of the place (busy/quiet, large/small)?

· Briefly describe the industries (jobs), transport (road and rail), people. 

4. How did it get like this?

· What is the history of your local area?

· What changes took place?

· What were the reasons for its growth?

5. How is it changing?

· What are the recent changes – new houses? Industries? Leisure facilities?

6. Why is it changing?

· People moving in or moving out?

· Fewer jobs? New jobs?

7. What might happen in the future?

Extension 

· What other questions might you ask about your local area? For example: 

· How is it linked to other places – in the UK or the world?

· How is it affected by other places and by decisions made elsewhere?

· How has its importance changed over time?

