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Activity 1&2


Activity 3

Which topic did you enjoy studying the most? Give reasons for your answer.
Activity 4 

What topics would you like to study in Geography?

Activity 5 

What does Geography mean to you? Brainstorm words and phrases to do with the subject Geography.
Homework

1. Write down the following words. Learn to spell them correctly (ask your parents/guardians to test you! Also, find out what each word means and write a definition.

a.  Geography

b.  map

c.  direction

d.  compass

e.  place

2. Find examples of different maps that can be used by geographers.  The maps will form a display in the classroom.

It is recommended that Starting Points 1 is copied onto an OHP acetate sheet. This will reduce the cost of photocopying. 

Activity 1

Ask the students to brainstorm the topics they studied at primary school. This will provide you with a brief outline of their prior learning. 

Activity 2

Ask the students to feedback their answers to the class.  The results of the brainstorm can be written onto the OHP. If your school has a range of primary feeder schools it would be a good idea to ask the children to expand their answers and discuss in detail the topics studied.  

Activity 3/4 

Ask the students to identify the topic they most enjoyed studying. This can help to inform future planning. If students are well motivated they will learn more! You could take this opportunity to highlight the topics the students will study in Year 7. 

Activity 5

Ask the students to brainstorm the different words and phrases that are associated with geography.  Ask the students what the different words mean. This will help provide an indication of their geographical vocabulary. A pre-prepared vocabulary list of what you would expect the students to know would be useful. You can then question the students as to the meaning of the terms the students do not brainstorm. 

Homework

Give the students a short vocabulary list that they should learn to spell and understand. This is good practice because it will help develop their geographical vocabulary and improve spelling.  This will also encourage them to seek help from their parents with homework from the start of their secondary school career.  The students should be given a test on these words in the following lesson. It would be advisable, if one can be afforded by the department, that each student has a vocabulary exercise book. A recording sheet should be included so the students can  keep track of their progress and be awarded appropriately.  Discuss techniques of remembering how to spell words the students’ find complicated. The students will heave probably done similar activities during the primary school literacy hour. Techniques include mnemonics e.g. 

Peter

Loved

All

Cats

Everywhere 

Ask the students to collect a range of maps together. These can then be put on display around the classroom. It will give the students some ‘ownership’ of the classroom. Also, it will encourage the students to start thinking about the value and uses of maps ready for the next lesson.  


1. Complete the world map jigsaw.


2. What is an Atlas?


3. Finding a place or a feature in an Atlas can be like finding a needle in a haystack! The best way to find the location of something in an Atlas is to use the Index. The Index can be found at the back of the Atlas. Find the Index in your Atlas. You should find a list of all the features found in the Atlas. Find the River Humber. You will find it under H. 


Humber      r.     England     29    E1   48N 19E



4. Using an Atlas, label the features listed below on an outline map of the world. 
Before you start think carefully about the way you will lay out the information. You should consider using labels and a key. 

	The following oceans:

Pacific Ocean

Indian Ocean

Atlantic Ocean 

Southern (Antarctic) Ocean
	The seven continents of the world:

Africa

Antarctica

Asia

Australasian

Europe

North America 

South America
	The following countries:

UK

Japan

Brazil

Italy

The capital cities of the countries listed above.


Give your map a title e.g. A map to show __________________________. Also, include a key.  

5. Using an Atlas find a world map showing political features and one showing relief. What differences do you notice? Start your sentences like this:

A political map shows…………..

A relief map show………………


6. Sort the features below under the following headings:

	Political Map
	Relief Map

	
	


	Oceans
	Rivers
	Mountain Ranges

	Countries
	Continents
	Cities



The most important compass directions are north, east, south and west. 


North is always at the top followed by east. One way to remember the order of the four main compass directions is to make up a rhyme e.g. naughty elephants squirt water

1. Make up your own rhyme to help you remember these directions?


The compass below has eight points. North and south are always written before east and west. 

	__
	N
	NE

	W
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	E

	SW
	S
	__


2. Copy and complete the compass above.
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Sara’s House
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Football Ground
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Philip
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School
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The Factory
	
	


The compass below has sixteen points! We can be even more accurate about compass directions using this compass. 

The point between north and northeast is north north east  or NNE – this is because it is north of north east! The point between north east and east is east north east or ENE – this is because it is east of north east!

	
	
	N
	NNE
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3. Copy and complete the sixteen-point compass

4. .

5.  Copy and complete the sixteen-point compass. 

Year 7 Geography 


Starting Points - 1





What did we study in Geography at Primary school?





Year 7 Geography 


Starting Points – 1Teacher’s Notes





Year 7 Geography 


Starting Points – 2 – Using an Atlas





Where in the World?





Geography





Where in the World?





Geography





Longitude/latitude





Type of feature 


r. = River (see key)





Country it is located in





Page number of Atlas





Grid square on page





Name of feature





Year 7 Geography 


Starting Points – 3 – Compass Directions





Where in the World?





Geography





�








Look at the simple map on the left. What direction must Philip go to get to the following places:





The factory


School


The Football Ground


Sara’s House





What direction is it from:





School to the football ground


Sara’s house to the factory


Football ground to the factory
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